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Bear necessities
For one east Lothian artist, a unique family trade became  

a creative business earlier this year

If you go down to north 
Berwick today, you’re 
sure of a big surprise. 
Why? Because artist Isabel 
Prickett has set up an 
exciting boutique business 
selling handmade mohair 
teddy bears.

A talented mother-of-two, 
Isabel started her business in February, though 
the trade runs in the family; her father has made 
traditional mohair bears for over 25 years.

“When I was pregnant with 
my first child, I was looking 
for a hobby to keep me 
occupied,” she explains. “I 
decided to try my hand at 
making bears using hand-
drawn patterns passed on 
to me by my dad, and it just 
snowballed from there.”

Isabel started off making bears for family and 
friends, but now her hobby has developed into 
a business. Her mohair bears are lovingly made 

by hand the old-
fashioned way, 
giving them a 
unique character 
and superior quality 
which can last a 
lifetime.

each bear is hand-
sewn in the finest 
mohair and is fully jointed. they have glass 'boot 
button' eyes and cotter pin joints, and every one 
is completely unique. the bears all have their own 
names and stories, which can even be tailored to 
individual customers.

“each bear’s individual story is part of their 
charm,” says Isabel. “they come from the Bass 
rock, so the story goes, where they live in caves. 
they’re venturing out into east Lothian looking to 
explore the world beyond the rock and are now 
in north Berwick in search of adventures. Born 
collectors, they carry trinkets; most of them carry a 
map marking the location of their cave back home. 
they are highly superstitious and usually have a 
lucky limpet shell and a silver sixpence squirrelled 
away in their satchels.” Passports for the bears are 
also available as an optional extra.

the perfect gift for a christening, wedding 
or birthday, bears are also enjoyed as special 
collector’s items. Isabel even makes personalised 
teddy bears and bespoke corporate teddy bears. 
come christmas, she will be making christmas 
bears; gorgeous tree decorations, each a one-off 
piece which comes in a beautiful gift box.

Due to the traditional methods and materials 
used, the bears are not suitable as toys for children 
under 14 years of age. Bass rock Bears are 
unique, come in all shapes and sizes and are full 
of character. they can be purchased at Why not? 
on north Berwick High Street every Saturday and 
personalised bears are available to order. tc

www.bassrockbears.co.uk 


